

















THE 2000 INSECT COLLECTATHON

Note by Dave Hawks: The following account is by Zac Porcu. my Collectathon parmer this year. Zac and | (and Zoc's dad. Daniel) had @
great time chasing bugs during those 24 hours in September. and. aithough we didn 't win, we gave it our best shot (and besides. we figure that
the other two teams must have cheated!). Anyway. you can be sure that we'll enter the contest again next year, and we hope others will join us!

My name is Zac Porcu. I'm 12 years old and a member of FERM. This is my journal entry of our yearly insect Collec-
l.hmMmmmsofmmmhgigspwh-gimmmdnylnwllmnmmy insect families as possible. The team who
gets the most insect families afier 24 hours wins. The entomologists involved were Dave Hawks, Greg Ballmer, Doug Yanega.
Ken Osborne and Gordon Pratt. We all went 1o the Santa Margarita Ecological Reserve (SMER). Gordon, the organizer of the
Collectathon. unlocked the gates and gave us a small tour of the place which included the nice two-story house which we were to
dl.-ﬁrit"ho'punddk(‘m

The Collectathon started at 11 AM on Saturday. September 23, 2000. The teams were Doug & Ken, Gordon & Grez.
and me, my dad and Dave. Me and Dad took our car and Dave took his. We stopped at potential collecting sites on the way back.
10 the house and got about 70 different familics just then. When we got to the house, we loaded our collecting equipment into
Dave's car and went off together. We stopped to collect at a river, the tops of some of the mountains in the area, and some da
underbrush. We got back to the house and ate dinner. Then we set up the blacklights and watched them until 9 PM, About that
time everybody got back and we all got around to bed.

We got up around 8:30 AM. We all ate breakfast and went out collecting again. Me. Dad and Dave spent the last few
hours. of the Collectathon at the lake. A mice place actually, with a sandy bank and tall grass where lots of Lepidoptera
(butterflies and moths) and other things fly around. The river has lots of flat rocks i the middle of it where we could stand and
catch things. Unfortunately. we didn't get any dragonflics but we did get 2 more familics. As we drove home we saw 3 swarm of
reproductive ants. with dragonflies swooping on them!

We stopped the car and went out afier them. We caught 2 new families of dragonflics at the last second (courtesy of
Dave for catching them). We got back to the house and then Gordon and Greg got back. But 30 minutes AFTER the Collec-
tathon ended, Doug and Ken got back. We packed up our gear and drove back to Riverside. Dave said that we got at least 100
families. 1 don't know how much anybody else got but | hope we win!

Postscript from Doug Yanega: Final tallies by team (barring any hand recounts): Osborne & Yanega — I&/mlhs.
Ballmer & Pratt — 135 families. Hawks & Porcu — 121 families. Detailed results will be reported in a future newslett

Friends of the Entomology Research Museum

Membership Form
Check here if you are renewing (renew by July each year)
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MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: Please Check -
Submit y our membership form

Basic Membership  $10.00 o g yw

Sustaining Member ~ $25.00+ a DevidC. Hawks, Tresurr
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Donor $100.00+ 0 el el gl
Benefactor $500.00+ a Department of Entomology - 041
iversity of Californi
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Dues and other contributions are payable by check to the UCR Foundation, noting “Entomology Museum™ on the
'memo line on your check_ (It is very important to note “Entomology Museum" in order for your donation to be
UCR Foundation account.
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